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author wisely questions whether, without the elements of monopoly 
and privilege, such vast regions would have come under the sway of 
civilization. In the final book M. Bonnassieux discusses briefly the 
companies that have been founded in this century on the model of 
those whose history forms the main subject of his investigation. 
One of these is the South Africa Company, whose progress in 
Mashonaland has recently attracted so much attention. 

It is a defect in this work that, the arrangement being in a 
measure encyclopaedic, the author has not given enough space to 
comparing the companies of different states. This is all the more 
to be regretted, as whenever comparisons are made, they are 
judicious and go to the marrow of the distinction. The best part 
of the book is that devoted to France, and it is from this that the 
book should in the main be judged. M. Bonnassieux is to be con- 
gratulated on having freed himself from that chauvinism so character- 
istic of Frenchmen, whether laymen or scientists ; he recognizes the 
faults of his ancestors as well as the merits of their enemies. 

George Louis Beer. 

Die Sociologische Staatsidee. Von Ludwig Gumplowicz. 
Graz, Leuschner & Lubensky, 1892. — 134 pp. 

This little work presents once more, and with a somewhat different 
application, the thought which the author has dwelt upon at length 
in a number of earlier writings. Politics, he holds, like the natural 
sciences, must be studied in the light of evolutionary philosophy, 
and the origin of law and the state, like that of animal species, is to 
be found in the struggle for existence. 

The fault common to all the great political theories of the past is 
that they are " tendenzios" ; they lack the objectivity of true science. 
The Hellenic idea of the state embodied the longing of the Greeks 
for political conditions corresponding to their intellectual superiority ; 
mediaeval theocratic doctrine and the patrimonial-state theory of the 
Renaissance developed respectively out of priestly and princely thirst 
for power ; and the individualistic dogma of the social contract was 
but a weapon with which to crush the absolute monarchs. What is 
needed is a theory of the state which shall embody not ephemeral 
purpose, but eternal and absolute truth. To the search for such a 
theory Professor Gumplowicz addresses himself with great con- 
fidence, pausing only to brush aside the " bliihende Unsinn" of the 
jurists, in whom he sees the most vexatious obstacle to a sane phi- 
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losophy of the state. While exception might be taken on the score 
of good taste to the author's treatment of these objectionable 
persons, it is difficult not to sympathize with his complaint that their 
method reverses the whole direction of proper scientific inquiry : for 
they go, a:* he says, from law (Rechf) to state, while the sociologists 
go from horde-life to state, and from state to law. The economists 
come nearer to the true principle of state existence. Yet, while the 
state is, as they hold, an organization of economic labor — a union 
of the various classes necessary to production — it is something 
more. Only in the sociological idea are included all the elements 
that enter into the essence of the state, with the proper weight 
assigned to each. 

What, then, is the sociological idea of the state ? Starting, not 
from the individual, but from the social group, this idea 

fasst den Staat als eine Mehrheit iiber- und untergeordneter socialen 
Gruppen auf, deren gegenseitiges Ringen in erster Linie die Erhaltung des 
Staates, in zweiter Linie eine solche Entwicklung desselben fSrdert, dass 
die Daseinsbedingungen der einzelnen Gruppen mit den Daseinsbedingungen 
der Gesammtheit in Einklang gebracht werden. 

The true field of investigation in political theory, then, lies in the 
strivings for power among these various groups; and the adjustment 
of powers among them at any given time constitutes the essential 
law (Rechf) of the state. Not in the spirit of the individual, nor in 
a fictitious general will, but in the social elements of the state in 
their mutual conflict and limitation, is to be found the source of 
public law. The origin of the state is in the triumph of a group 
well organized for war over an unwarlike group. The essence 
( Weseri) of the state is " a division of labor (Arbeitstheilung), insti- 
tuted and maintained by force, among various social elements which 
are united as members of a single whole." The development of this 
whole proceeds through the struggle of its elements with one another 
for supremacy. There is little importance here for the individual. 
So far from being the sole foundation of the state, he has significance 
only as part of his group. 

The author reviews the history of political theories for traces of 
this idea. He finds from the days of Plato and Aristotle a recog- 
nition of various social elements in the state, but not till Mac- 
chiavelli does he find a near approach to the sociological conception 
of the relations of these elements. It is not clear why Professor 
Gumplowicz failed to detect something even nearer in Polybius, 
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whose treatment of the Roman constitution as a system of checks 
and balances between magistrates, senate and people is obviously 
the source of Macchiavelli's thought at this point. After " das grosse 
Wasser der Naturrechtslehre," Montesquieu and Fergusson are the 
first evidences of sociological dry land. The latter's work was of 
especial value ; but once more science gave way to expediency, and 
sociology disappeared till the contract theory and the French Rev- 
olution had cleared the horizon. Then came Haller, whose Restaura- 
tion was a true renewal, and whose doctrine, that authority and 
submission embodied the law of nature more truly than freedom and 
equality, struck the true sociological chord. But Haller, too, was 
tendenzios, and in the unpopular direction. After him came the 
"organische Staatstheorie" which was the immediate precursor of the 
sociological idea. The author, however, has only less patience with 
those who talk of the state as an organism than with the jurists. 
Since Comte the sociological idea has been in full course of develop- 
ment, but in English and German, not in French philosophy. The 
political theory of the French, the author takes pains to prove, has 
gone astray " in eine Sackgasse der Demokratie" whence it can be extri- 
cated only when it drops its cherished dogmas of liberty and equality. 
Two erroneous theories of human development, according to Pro- 
fessor Gumplowicz, have obscured the real nature of the state : first, 
the monogenistic doctrine — that all races sprang from a single source ; 
and second, that every race alike has passed successively through 
the hunting, the pastoral, the agricultural and the warlike stages of 
civilization. More consonant with science is the polygenistic doc- 
trine, and the view that countless distinct hordes, determined by the 
external conditions in which they respectively develop to the life of 
hunters, shepherds, cultivators of the soil or robbers, are welded 
together by collision and conflict, and under the domination of the 
strongest, into the states known to history. And the same process 
goes on without ceasing in the highest political life. As the impact 
of the robber horde upon the agricultural and the resistance of the 
latter founded the earliest state, so the shock of collision between 
great landholders and royalty established modern constitutional law, 
and so the struggle of capitalistic and socialistic groups is shaping 
the legal institutions of the present day. Inequality in power between 
social groups is the one invariable condition of state life. Where 
equality prevails there is no state. The state is in no way the 
realization of a preexisting idea of right (Recht), but is itself, as the 
organization of authority, the indispensable premise of right. 
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This very incomplete outline of Professor Gumplowicz's philosophy 
is, I think, sufficient to indicate the importance of his work. Polit- 
ical theorists must take account of sociological doctrine or lose their 
hold on scientific thought. Herbert Spencer's rather absurd attempt 
to connect an antiquated theory of the state with a very advanced 
sociology must not encourage the idea that evolution plays no part 
in politics. That the work under review aids greatly in rendering 
such an idea untenable, is not the least of its merits. 

Wm. A. Dunning. 

An Analysis of the Ideas of Economics. By L. P. Shirres. 
London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1893. — 260 pp. 

This is essentially a book of definitions. It undertakes to do a 
work of great importance, in which complete success is impossible. 
The author has had experience in the management of public finances, 
and has been a student of jurisprudence as well as of economics. 
He was prompted to undertake the present work by the comparative 
exactness of definition that characterizes the terms used in legal 
science. 

In seeking to improve the definitions used in a science, one may 
first make himself the master of the concepts of the science, and 
then search for words to fit them. Mr. Shirres first collates the 
actual uses of the terms. He finds to what things a name is actually 
applied, and then ascertains what are the attributes common to these 
things. A few of the definitions thus attained may give an idea of 
the merits and the limitations of the method used : 

" Wealth means and includes all transferable material things which 
possess utility, and of which the quantity is limited." If the aim of 
a definition be simple delimitation, — if it tries only to draw a line 
that shall include the things that ought to be designated by the term, 
and exclude all others, — then there is little fault to be found with 
this definition. 

" Interest is the price for a loan of money paid at the expiry of 
the loan. " 

" Discount is the price for a loan of money paid at the time of 
advance." 

The word " distribution " is not formally defined ; but the author 
uses the term to designate the work of "wholesale, retail and 
carrying trades." j B Clarr 

Amherst College. 



